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QENERAL SUMMARY 

Mean. 

October, 1912, was a leasant month, but iiiuch cooler 

usual. I n  many respects October is the most pleasant 
month of the year in California, owing to the fact tliitt 
light rains occur for short periods and are not of such dii- 
ration or intensity as to interfere with the general run of 
fine weather. Temperatures are not extreme, there being 
an absence of high afternoon readings aiid at  the same 
time no morning temperatures are low enough to cause 
discomfort. The present month was such as here cle- 
scribed and there were no unusual disturbances. A mod- 
erate depression over tlie southern half of tlie State at 
the beginning of the month caused soine cloudiness, light 
showers, and occasional thunderstorms in the mountains. 
On October 2 a thunderstorm was reported at San Diego. 
For four or five days the weather was unsettled in the sec- 
tionsouthof theTehachapi, but elsewhere lensant weather 

until October 31, when the southern end of a northern 
storm caused rain in the central and northern counties. 
Again, on October 35, light rains fell over tlie same clis- 
tncts, and for several days the weather was unsettled, 
and showers were reported in the Bay district and Sac- 
ramento Valley. The month closed with fair weather. 
As illustrating the diversit of climate within coinpara- 
tively short distances in Jalifornia, due largely to the 
influence of local factors, it may be stated that on October 
13 the temperature did not rise above 4s' at  Eureka, nor 
above 5 3 O  a t  Southeast Farallon, while a t  Mount Tnmal- 
pais the maximum temperature was 77O, a t  Point R e p s  
76", and a t  San Francisco 79'. On the same date the 
maximum temperature a t  San Diego was 94'; a t  Los 
Angeles 92", a t  Fresno SS", at San Jose 83O, and at  Sac- 
ramento SO". 

The month as a whole was favorable for raisin making, 
fruit drying, and other agricultural pursuits. There W R Y  
no damage to raisins aiid the thrashing of beans was not 
interfered with. All the crops were safely harvested 
and the water supply was ample for agricultural pur- 
poses. 

than the average Octo !I er and with less rainfall than 

prevailed. A succession of clear days P ollowecl, lnsting 
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The temperature for the State was 4' below the normal. 
The followmg table gives the mean temperature for each 
October during the time for which records have been 

Mean. 

1907 ................. 
1908. ................ 
1909 ................. 
1910 ................. 
1911.. ............... 
1912.. ............... 

OF. 
58.5 
61.0 
58.1 
58.8 
03.2 
80.7 
64.0 
61.6 

OF. 
-2.6 
-0.1 
-3.0 
-2.3 
+2.1 
-0.4 
+2.9 
+o. 5 

OF. 

m. i 

ra. 

63.4 
G?. 0 
5s. 3 

61.9 
59.1 
57.1 

Depar- 
ture. 

OF. 

-0.4 
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-2.8 
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+O. 8 
-2.0 
-4.0 

The highest tem erature recorded was 109" a t  Suisun 

accord with other reports for that clste. Rejecting this 
rc.ading, the liizlimt temperature was 103' a t  Oceanside 
on th? 13th. This is Go cooler than the highest tempera- 
ture recortlxl cluring Octo!xr, 1911. The lowest tem- 
perature wrt9 2" a t  Tnmxack on t,he 7th, or 1l0 colder 
than the lowvest temperature reported durin October, 
1911, which occurred a t  the same station. T%e highest 
mean teniperature was 74.4' a t  Bagdad, and the lowest 
was 28.4' a t  Tamarack, the elevation of which is 8,000 
feet. The m e m  tem>erature a t  this station during Oc- 

on the 17th; but t !i is record is doubtful, as it is not in 

tober, 1912, was 10' 1 ower than during October, 1911. 

PRECIPITATION. 

The average monthly precipitation for California for 
October with departures from the normal is as follows: 
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The Krrtitest moiitlily precipitation w-as 6.15 inches 
:it 1Y:citchpec. Nineteen stations reported no rain 
t l u  ring the nion t h. 

SUNSHINE. 

The. following tnble gives the total hours of sunshine 
an11 percentages of the possible: 

l'ercen t- 

possible. 
~ Hours. ~ age of Stations. 

There w a s  less sunshine than during the same nionth 
o f  the preceding year, except :it San Francisco, San Jose, 
nntl hfount Tanialpais, where there was more. 

NOTES ON T H E  RIVERS OF T H E  SACRAMENTO AND LOWER S A N  JOA- 
QUIN WATERSHEDS DURING T H E  MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1912. 

By N. R. TAYLOR, Lord Forecaster. 

Scicromento zroters7wd.-The rivers of this watershecl 
continued at  nbnormally low stages during the entire 
nion t h . 

The rains that were niore or less general during the 
last decade of the month had little effect on the run-off 
in any stream, the resultant rise in no case being greater 
than 0.5 of a foot. 


